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(3) Considerably less loss through spillage mid over me.isure by (he roundsman is experienced, (One half ounce of milk over mc.iMiie \vilh each pint on j,oon pints per day is 500 gallons lost per annum no small mailer from the point of view of a retailer,)
Thcobjedors to this system claim the following' diMttrinitdfr's :
(t) OwiiiK '<> the \vei.nhl of Hit1 bottles, a smaller quantity of milk can be carried by (lie roundsman than would be the ease if milk were delivered from churns or cans. It should be remembered, however, that the modern lightweight bottle is cxdvmely durable and possesses a, lonjj active life, averaging just over thirty journeys per bo! tie, in spile of its decreased weight.
(^) There is often a considerable loss from breakages or theft. (It is stated (hat flic bottles make- wood (lower vases in cemeteries and are useful us pickle jars!) In this connection the Ministry of h'ood should approve a returnable charge on bottles left at premises which would assist in ensuring their return to t he roundsman.
(kO Hiinh capital expenditure is necessary in older to ensure a sntticient stock of bottles and tor equipment necessary for Idling storing, cleansing and sterilising same,
Ouite apart from the hygienic principles involved, wbirb are of the most vital importance, ii is probable that, when the, pros and cons of delivery in bottle arc considered* it will be found that the disadvantages are cancelled out by the advantages, due, to the fact that the saving of milk from spillage atul over-measure is sufficient to balance losses through broken and stolen bottles and Ihe extra labour required for cleansing and sterilisation,
The delivery of milk in glass bottles was almost unknown in this country until the sale of sterilised milk WJLS first commenced in iStjn awl, for many years afterwards, the ordinary typo of milk bottle, which is so familiar at this present time, was seldom seen except when employed for the sale of humanised milk for infants,
The growth of the side of bottled milk in London and other large towns during the past twenty years has been extraordinary ami is principally title to thu large, distributing firms giving a loud by delivering their milk, after pasteurisation, in this manner. This has induced customers of smaller firms to demand buttled milk, so that it is now the except ion rat her than the rule to find any quantity of loose milk sold in many of the more populous urban areas, Indeed, some districts now claim that no loose milk is retailed within their urea, Public health officials, by dose cooperation with the milk trade, have also helped to increase, the sale of milk in bottles. Apart from large cities, however, this procedure has not been generally adopted so rapidly us could be desired, This is due to the failure of the consuming public to realise that milk is an article which can very easily become contuminuted, while in many cases thtjy tire so accustomed to obtaining ovenneusure that they do not take ut all kindly to u type of delivery in which they receive only us much as they order. Further, the distributor, looking superficially ut the question, thinks of losses he is likely to sustain from breakages and theft of bottles, and decides that such losses arc too heavy for him to bear. At the present moment it would, as already pointed out above, appear that compulsory bottling, in many areas is assured by the necessary legislation for there has been no great demand on the part of the consumer, which was the only way by which the sale of milk in bottles might have become general
As has been stated, milk should be bottled either by the producer or retailer concerned immediately after it has been cooled. It is usual to fill milk into quart, pint, or half-pint bottles for delivery to the consumer, and into bottles holding one-third of a pint for delivery to schools.